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NOVEL CHAPTERS 22 to EPILOGUE 

CHAPTER 22- In the Emporium: Summary 

Griffin explains his first attempts to get clothing and render his situation more tolerable. He 

had gone into the Omniums, a large apartment type store where one could buy everything 

from groceries to clothing. He made his way to an area of bedsteads and mattresses, hoping 

that once the store closed for the night, he would be able to sleep on the mattresses and steal 

some clothes with which to mask his condition.In the night he procured a complete set of 

clothes for himself, helped himself to food in a refreshment department, and then slept in a 

pile of down quilts. He failed to awaken before the morning crew had entered, however, and 

was unable to escape as long as they could see him. Thus he was forced to shed the clothing 

and run, naked, back out into the cold. 

Notes: Griffin was preoccupied with getting his food and clothes by illicit means. His plans 

are continually evil even as the reactions of other people are consistently behaviors of 

suspicion and rejection. At no point does he consider trying to get anyone to understand his 

situation. His imagination drives him only toward evil, as if the grotesque and the evil are 

natural partners. 

Q1. What made Griffin go to the huge departmental store? 

Soon after turning invisible, Griffin started to realise all the miseries that this new situation 

had landed him into. Cold, weary, painful, miserable and absolutely lonely in this world, 

Griffin had nowhere to turn to because he had burnt down his lodgings as well. The snow 

storm and his compulsory nakedness made it clear that he urgently needed to look out for a 

shelter and some warm clothing to be able to work out the further plan of action. Since all the 

houses around in the London Street were locked and barred for him, he decided to go into 

„Omniums‟, a bid emporium, where things would be available in abundance and where he 

could make himself comfortable by getting some clothes and feeding himself. The emporium 

would also give him an opportunity to steal money that would enable him to hire another 

lodging for himself where he could sit and plan his future to materialise the benefits of his 

invisibility. 

Q2. Do you agree that the staff at Omniums were sincere and efficient? Discuss in light 

of the observations made by Griffin when he saw them closing the store. 

The customers were marched towards the door by the Omnium‟s staff when it was time for 

closing the emporium. The staff then drew down the blinds of the windows. All the goods 

that remained disturbed and displaced were neatly put back to their respective places. The 

products displayed for sale during the day were put back by the young staff with great 

efficiency. Everything was neatly folded and kept back. However, the things that could not be 
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taken down were covered with sheets made for that purpose. Each one of these men and 

women moved to the door after finishing the work. After all the displayed stuff was taken 

care of, the staff scattered saw dust and carried brooms and pails in their hands to clean the 

floor. When everything was spic and span, they all left after securely locking the emporium. 

Thus these observations made by Griffin prove that the staff at Omniums was sincere and 

efficient. 

Q3. What different pieces of clothing did griffin choose for himself at the Omniums 

store to look and feel like a human being again? What did he do to satisfy his hunger? 

After attaining invisibility, Griffin faced unexpected problems. To look and feel like a human 

once again he needed pieces of clothing to accomplish this wish. Hence he went into the 

Omniums where he first went to the gloves section. It was pitch dark so he first looked for 

matches and a candle. Then he hunted for warm pants and vests. This was followed by a pair 

of trousers, a lounge jacket, an overcoat and a slouch hat with the brim turned down. After 

wearing all these pieces of garment he started to feel like a human being again.  

Next, he turned to the refreshment department because he was very hungry. There he helped 

himself with cold meat, and a cup of coffee that he warmed up after lighting the gas. Moving 

in search of some blankets, he came upon a grocery section where he had a lot of chocolate 

and candied fruit. He also had some white burgundy. Thus, the emporium catered to his 

immediate needs for cover and hunger. 

CHAPTER 23- In Drury Lane: Summary 

Griffin‟s peril increased daily. He had no clothes or shelter and dared not eat. Also, he soon 

realized that walking through the streets of London was going to result in an accumulation of 

dirt on his skin- which would make him visible in a grotesque way. He made his way into a 

costume shop, hoping to make way with some clothes and dark glasses after the proprietor 

had gone to bed. In the shopkeeper‟s room, he had to stand and watch the man eat his 

breakfast. Furthermore, the man had exceptionally acute hearing and nearly discovered 

Griffin several times. When evening came, he was finally able to explore the house and found 

a pile of old clothes. In his excitement, he forgot about the noise he was making and was 

nearly caught when the shopkeeper investigated the noise. Unable to see the source, but 

positive someone was in the house, the proprietor went about locking all the doors in the 

house and pocketing the keys. In desperation, Griffin struck the old man on the head, then 

gagged and tied him with a sheet. Then he put together a costume of old clothes, stole all the 

money he could find and went out into the street. 

Believing his troubles were over, Griffin went into a restaurant and ordered a meal, but soon 

realized he couldn‟t eat it without exposing his invisible face. He ordered the lunch and left, 

telling the proprietor that he would be back in ten minutes. Griffin went to “another place” 

(which happens to be the Coach & Horses Inn) and demanded a private room, explaining that 

he was “badly disfigured.” Thus he had set himself up at Iping, hoping to find a way to 

reverse the process of invisibility. Here he was finally discovered. 

Notes:This chapter brings us current with events in the first chapter of the book. 
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Q1. What kind of unexpected problems did Griffin encounter after reaching Drury 

Lane? Why did he expect a solution to his problems in the costume shop? 

Griffin was initially extremely delighted at becoming invisible.  He felt he was now a 

powerful man. But the ground reality was diametrically opposite. When he reached Drury 

lane he neither had shelter nor covering. Wearing clothes would have led to the loss of 

invisibility. He could not even eat in public as filling himself with unassimilated matter 

would have made him grotesquely visible. He could not go out in the snowfall as the flakes 

would settle on him and expose him. Even rain would give him a water-outline making him 

look like a huge bubble. The dust that settled on his body would threaten his invisibility. He 

had to keep away from crowds, because he was wedged and squeezed by them. Acutely 

troubled by these problems, griffin had to find some way to give himself the looks of a visible 

man. He expected to find a solution to his problems caused by invisibility in the costume 

shop where the right type of accessories could give him a grotesque appearance. He would 

then be able to wear clothes to keep himself warm. 

Q2. Describe how Griffin managed to get into the hunch man’s house? Why did he 

enter it? 

Griffin entered the hunch man‟s shop, and as he entered the clanking of the bell alerted the 

owner. However, on not finding anyone, he had an expression of surprise and believed it 

must have been some urchins on the street. But to the surprise of the hunch man there was no 

one on the street. The hunch man began to go back into his four storied dismal house. Griffin 

followed him closely but the old man stopped at the slight noise of his movement. Griffin too 

stopped surprised at the old man‟s acute sense of hearing. Before Griffin could enter the 

house the old man closed the door and Griffin was left standing helplessly. Luckily, the 

hunch man opened the door shortly to go to the shop. He left the door open and made it easy 

for griffin to enter without any hindrance. Griffin hid himself and sought a suitable wig, 

mask, spectacles and costume to disguise himself. He also intended to rob the house for some 

money. 

Q3. Why did Griffin hit the hunch man on his head? What light does this action reflect 

about his character? 

The hunch man had an acute sense of hearing. Even the slightest sound created by Griffin‟s 

movement made him look around suspiciously. His vigilance was threatening to upset 

Griffin‟s plans. Looking for an intruder, the hunch man went all over his house locking door 

after door pocketing all the keys. This infuriated Griffin. By this time he had sensed that the 

hunch man was all alone. This emboldened him and when the hunch man was climbing down 

the stairs, Griffin hit his head with a stool and sent him tumbling down the staircase. This 

incident shows that Griffin has no control over his anger. He easily resorted to crime to 

overcome his obstacles. He could stoop to any level, flouting even the common conventions 

of humanity, when his plans were hindered. 

CHAPTER 24: The Plan that Failed: Summary: Griffin tells how his original plan, after 

being discovered by the people of Iping, had been to get his books and get out of the country, 
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but that plan had changed upon meeting Kemp. He thinks that Kemp can work with him. 

Together they can set up a “reign of terror” to take full advantage of the Invisibility. Griffin 

does not realize that Kemp has already betrayed him and is only trying to keep him talking 

until the police arrive. Kemp stands in front of the window to keep Griffin from seeing the 

police, but Griffin soon hears them on the stairs and realizes he has been deceived. Griffin 

quickly begins to disrobe even as Kemp springs to the door and attempts to lock him in. A 

dropped key spoils the effort as the now invisible Griffin shoves him aside, then hurls his 

weight at Colonel Adye, the chief of the Burdock Police who is approaching on the stairs. 

Griffin escapes past two more policemen in the hall; they hear the front door of the house 

slam violently. 

Notes:In assuming that he can make demands and others will simply capitulate to him, 

Griffin has misjudged Kemp. Kemp is self-centered, but is not a murderer. As for Griffin 

himself, he appears to have abandoned any intention of searching for an antidote and is only 

interested in trying to terrorize as much of the country as he can. He wants to set himself up 

as a vindictive god with Kemp as his personal henchman. 

Q1. Why did Griffin decide to leave the country for a warmer place on his way to Port 

Burdock? What made him change his plan? 

 

One of the greatest problems that Griffin faced while going about in an invisible state was 

that he had to remove all of this clothes, else they indicated his position. He found it very 

difficult to cope with the cold weather in a disrobed condition. So, he decided to leave for a 

warmer place where he could remain without his clothes and thus be comfortably invisible. 

However, when he met Kemp, his old college mate, he abandoned his plan of migration. He 

felt that if he could get Kemp's support, he would be able to enjoy full advantage of his 

invisibility. A confederate like Kemp, having full technical knowledge, would not only dispel 

his loneliness but also help him rectify his mistake of carrying out the experiment single 

handedly. This would prevent wastage of time, energy and opportunities. Somehow Griffin 

had full faith in Kemp's sincerity and hence he changed his plan. Another reason that led to 

the cancellation of his plan was that Marvel had eloped with his books and money In the 

absence of which he could not afford to travel or carry out his experiment. 

 

Q2. What was the huge mistake, according to Griffin, that he had committed while 

executing his experiment? Why did he call it a mistake? 

OR 

In what way did Griffin think that he would benefit from Kemp's support to reap the 

full benefit of his invisibility? 

 

After having a brief experience of his invisibility, Griffin felt that if he carried out the 

experiment with somebody's help, he wouldn‟t have wasted so much time, energy and a 

helper like Kemp would have arranged for a hiding place where he could sleep, eat and rest in 

peace. As a confederate, Kemp would have made a world of a difference in helping him reap 

full benefits of his experiment to turn invisible. He called this a mistake as he felt that single 

handedly he couldn‟t reap the full benefits of his invisibility. It could not be managed on 

one's own and a companion was necessary to supporting the evil plans to unleash a reign of 

terror. Griffin was not satisfied with the outcome of his ambitious plan and desperately 

missed assistance of a man like Kemp whom he felt could be an asset. Together the two 

scientists could enslave everyone by terrorizing. Kemp's ability to understand the 

technicalities of the experiment would have also come very handy. His dependability would 

give Griffin a lot of confidence and he would carry out his plans with a free mind. 
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Q3. When Griffin said, “It is killing we must do, Kemp” why didn’t Kemp see eye to eye 

with Griffin? What light does it reflect on his character? 

 

Kemp seemed to take a lot of interest in all that Griffin was telling him about his experiences 

and plans about invisibility. Since he wished to trap Griffin he neither contradicted him nor 

did he enter into any argument with him. However, when Griffin said, “It is killing we must 

do, Kemp,” Kemp found the whole suggestion so obnoxious and offensive that he couldn't 

restrain himself from questioning Griffin about such a foul suggestion. This reveals Kemp's 

aversion towards crime and his respect for that common conventions of humanity. At the 

same time the restraint with which he addressed Griffin's remarks shows that he was not only 

a man of great self- control, but he was also farsighted. He didn't wish to spoil his plan of 

getting Griffin captured by indulging in a heated argument and unnecessarily provoking him. 

 

 

CHAPTER 25 : The Hunting of the Invisible Man: Summary:Kemp explains to Adye 

that they have to take measures against Griffin because he's insane, a person of "pure 

selfishness” They have some advantages, though. For one thing, they know that Griffin wants 

to get to Marvel and his stolen books. Also, Griffin basically told Kemp his life story, so they 

have all that information. Kemp knows that they can keep him unstable by making sure he 

doesn't get a moment to eat or sleep. And of course, he knows that they can use dogs against 

Griffin. 

Kemp even suggests that they put powdered glass on the roads, but Adye objects that "[i]t's 

unsportsmanlike" At least someone's worried about that. 

Kemp counters that Griffin is inhuman, that "[h]e has cut himself off from his kind. His blood 

be upon his own head" Man, we wish we could think of a joke to put here, but this is dark. 

 

 

Q1. What impression did Kemp form about Griffin from the story that he narrated 

about himself? Do you think it was justifiable on his part to entrap Griffin by deceit? 

 

Expecting Kemp to be his confederate and his aide, Griffin gave him the details of how he 

had been successful in becoming invisible and how the state of invisibility had proved to be 

advantageous. However, as Griffin narrated his story, Kemp could make out that the man had 

cut himself off his kind. This inhuman and insensitive man thought of nothing else but his 

own safety. He could rob and kill people without any sense of remorse. His sole aim was to 

unleash a reign of terror. His fury could madden him and he could be a danger. Since he could 

stoop to any limit, Kemp didn‟t find it wrong in getting him arrested. Such a deranged man 

had to be dealt in the most ruthless manner and he deserved no mercy. Kemp's only concern 

was to somehow get him nabbed. It was Griffins villainous character that drove Kemp to trap 

him by deceit and his act was absolutely justified. 

 

Q2. What suggestions did Kemp offer to arrest Griffin and why? How did Adye receive 

these suggestions? 

 

Entrusting Kemp as a dependable associate, Griffin gave him an account on how he had 

succeeded in turning invisible. He laid details of all the crimes he had committed and all the 

problems that he had faced because of invisibility. Now Kemp was the only person who was 

well informed about all the weaknesses as expected plans and moves of the Invisible Man. 

Therefore, he could be instrumental in getting him captured. 
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Kemp first of all warned Adye about the likelihood of Griffin's getting away from the district. 

Hence, he wanted him to keep a watch on trains, roads and ships. Next, he told that Griffin 

would try to look for Marvel to recover his books from him. Hence even the prison should be 

under strict vigil. Kemp suggested that Griffin would have to be kept away from food, shelter 

and sleep. As his food showed till it got assimilated, the police must keep on beating every 

thicket and quiet corner to spot him while he was digesting his food. Dogs should be pressed 

into service as they could still smell him. 

 

Adye listened to all these suggestions. However, the advice to line the road with powdered 

glass was brushed aside by Adye as he found it to be unsportsmanlike. 

 

CHAPTER 26 The Wicksteed Murder: Summary:After Griffin runs out of Kemp's house, 

the narrator (and everyone else) loses track of him for a day: "No one knows where he went 

nor what he did" So a lot of this chapter is speculation (meaning guess-work).The narrator 

also has a brief moment of sympathy for Griffin. After all, Griffin was betrayed by a 

friend.But no one else is going to be nice to Griffin: everyone else seems to be out hunting 

him with guns and dogs. To make things worse, Kemp spreads the news that people need to 

keep the Invisible Man from eating or sleeping.Unfortunately, that doesn't keep Griffin from 

killing an old man named Wicksteed. Since no one was there but Griffin (and Wicksteed, we 

guess), we'll never know what happened, only that Wicksteed was beaten to death with an 

iron rod. This is getting intense. 

Although there were no witnesses, some men around there heard a voice "wailing and 

laughing, sobbing and groaning" The narrator thinks that maybe Griffin was upset after 

killing Wicksteed (of course, not as upset as Wicksteed probably was about being 

killed).Griffin has trouble finding shelter. All the houses are locked and everyone is on guard 

against him. What's worse is that everyone seems to know the secrets he told to Kemp. Some 

friend he was.Sometime in that day, Griffin found the time to rest and eat, since the next day 

he was "himself again, active, powerful, angry, and malignant, prepared for his last great 

struggle against the world" One Invisible Man versus the world – we wonder who will win. 

 

 

Q1. Describe Griffin's state of mind as he rushed out of Kemp's house. Why was he in 

such an offensive mood? 

 

Griffin rushed out of Kemp's house in a state of blind fury chased by Kemp and Colonel 

Adye. He was furious because he was mentally unprepared for this ambush that had been 

planned by Kemp whom he had began to trust completely. When he got to Kemp's house, 

Griffin was apprehensive and suscpicious   about being handed over to the police. However 

after Kemp had assured him that his liberty would be respected, he took it as a gentleman's 

word. He confided in Kemp about his past had also revealed to him the darkest secret of his 

life like robbing his own father. He laid bare his inner thoughts without any restraint because 

Kemp had won over his complete trust. 

 

Hence, when all of a sudden he saw Colonel Adye with his men, he was shocked to learn that 

Kemp had betrayed him. Griffin was a short tempered man and this deceit enraged him. He 

had to act promptly to escape capture. The sudden rush gave rise to uncontrollable anger. He 

moved swiftly and gripped Kemp's throat and knocked him out with great force. Next, he 

struck Adye violently and sent him rolling down the stairs. He ran past the two police officers 

standing in the hall. Slamming the front door he rushed out only to catch hold of a child 
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playing near Kemp's gateway and flung it aside with such a great force that the poor child's 

ankle was broken. 

Thus, on his way to freedom, Griffin expressed his anger by hitting anyone who obstructed 

him. 

 

Q2. How far was Kemp's treachery responsible for driving Griffin to Wicksteed's 

murder? 

OR 

How and why was Wicksteed murdered? 

 

Kemp's treachery had enraged Griffin. He felt cheated and humiliated. The breach of faith 

wasn't tolerable. Moreover, it was the power of the Invisible Man that he felt had been 

challenged. Hence, he must have been in a very foul mood when he hit Wicksteed with the 

iron rod. 

 

In addition to this, Kemp's advice to the police to capture Griffin further irritated him. He 

somehow wanted to avenge himself and let the world know that he could let loose a reign of 

terror on his own. Wicksteed was on his way to have lunch when he was intrigued to see an 

iron rod moving all by itself. Curiosity made the steward follow the rod. He struck it again 

and again with his walking stick. An already infuriated Griffin was provoked by this irritating 

act of the steward. So, he beat the man brutally causing his death. Though he was absolutely 

harmless and innocent, Wicksteed became a victim of the wrath of the Invisible Man. Thus 

Kemp's treachery was responsible to a great extent on causing Wicksteed's murder. 

 

Q.3. How did people and the authorities organise themselves to hunt down Griffin? 

OR 

What role did Kemp play in the efforts to get the Invisible Man captured? 

 

After the Invisible Man's escape from his house, Kemp's proclamation made it clear to one 

and all that Griffin was an antagonist who deserved to be wounded, captured and overcome. 

Kemp played a vital role in the efforts to capture Griffin because he was aware of his 

shortcomings. His trips to arrest Griffin were based on the first-hand account that was was 

given to him by Griffin himself. Therefore, people followed Kemp's suggestions and a huge 

crowd of men scattered all over the countryside within no time. The people organised 

themselves into small groups to combat the Invisible Man. Passenger trains moved with 

locked doors and goods trains were suspended all over. Armed men accompanied by dogs, 

took charge of different roads and fields.  People were told not to step out unless adequately 

armed. By three, all schools had been closed for the day and the panicked children hurried 

home in groups. Kemp's proclamation signed by Adye was passed over the entire district by 

evening. The action of the authorities as well as the citizens was so prompt that several 

hundred miles area was virtually in a state of siege before nightfall. Everything was so well 

organised that escape of the Invisible Man was nearly impossible. 

 

 

CHAPTER 27: The Siege of Kemp's House : Summary: In the worst letter ever, Griffin 

tells Kemp that he is taking charge: "Port Burdock is no longer under the Queen, tell your 

Colonel of Police, and the rest of them; it is under me, the Terror! This is day one of year one 

of the new epoch, the Epoch of the Invisible Man. I am Invisible Man the First"  The letter 

also says that Griffin will kill Kemp that day. No big deal. What's even better is that Griffin 

sent that letter without a stamp, so Kemp had to pay for it upon delivery. As we said, worst 
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letter ever. Kemp has his housekeeper lock up all the windows and gets his revolver ready. 

He writes a note for Adye, saying that Kemp will act as bait to catch Griffin. Adye shows up 

later, saying that Griffin grabbed the note from Kemp's servant. So now Griffin knows that 

Kemp wants to set a trap. Bummer. Then Griffin does what he does best: he breaks some 

windows. But there's no way for him to get into Kemp's house because they've anticipated his 

arrival. This is the siege of Kemp's house. (A "siege" is an old term for when one army 

surrounds a castle or fort. The army inside can't get out, but the army outside can't get in. 

Eventually everyone gets bored and hungry.) Adye borrows Kemp's gun and tries to go for 

help, but Griffin trips him up and grabs the gun. At first, Adye refuses to help Griffin, but he 

changes his mind when he realizes "that life was very sweet". The narrator switches point-of-

view here, and goes from Adye to Kemp, who is watching all this from an upstairs window. 

Suddenly, he sees Adye attack Griffin and get shot. It sure looks like Adye is dead, but we're 

not sure. Kemp's housemaid is coming up the hill with two policemen. At the same time, 

Griffin has found an axe and is using it to break through the shutters over a window. This is 

what we call suspense. Luckily for Kemp, the police get there in time, and he gives them 

some fireplace pokers to use as clubs. So it's pokers vs axe-and-revolver, though Griffin isn't 

a great shot. Griffin knocks out one of the cops, but the other cop hurts Griffin (by aiming 

near the axe). There's a snapping sound, so maybe his arm gets broken. Griffin drops his 

weapons and runs away. But when the cops look around, they find that Kemp and his 

housemaid have also run away. That probably doesn't make them feel too great about the guy 

they just saved. 

 

 

Q1. What precautions did Kemp take on reading the letter sent to him by Griffin?The 

precautions taken by Kemp after reading the letter sent to him by Griffin prove that he took 

the contents of the letter very seriously. He could recognize Griffin's matter-of-fact tone and 

he knew that the angered man meant business. Therefore, he left his meal at once and called 

his maid to check all the window fastenings and close all the shutters. He personally closed 

the shutters of his study room. Then he equipped himself with a revolver to protect himself 

against any odds. He suggested he was ready to act as bait for Griffin and requested Adye to 

make all preparations to capture him. He felt certain that Griffin would fall for this trap and 

get captured when he came to assault him. He then asked the maid to carry the note to Adye 

and gave her strict instructions about the way to be followed to leave the house.  He then 

returned to his lunch, but even while eating he reviewed all details and felt satisfied with the 

prompt action he had taken. His excitement and certainty about trapping Griffin established 

his seriousness regarding the contents of the letter. 

Q2. What did Griffin do on reaching Kemp's house from Hintondean? Why did he 

behave in such a destructive manner? 

 

Kemp's betrayal and his active participation in efforts to capture had enraged Griffin violently 

and he could never excuse Kemp for such a conduct. He returned to Kemp's house from 

Hintondean with the purpose of punishing him and taking revenge. Kemp was responsible for 

breaking his trust and hurting his ego, so now Griffin wanted to settle the scores with him.  

He had already declared in his letter that he would kill Kemp and really meant business. By 

sending his maid with a note to Adye, Kemp had once again tried to outsmart Griffin. 

Therefore, adamant at not sparing Kemp, Griffin broke into his house but found all the 

windows and doors securely locked and the shutters drawn. Infuriated to the extent of mad 

crazy he started smashing all the window panes. He tried to force his entry holding Adye as 

hostage. When he failed to do so, he tried hacking the shutters of the windows with an axe. 

He behaved in such a destructive manner because he could not take defeat from anyone. His 
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false sense of supremacy did not let him examine his own shortcomings. Considering himself 

to be unchallengeable and all powerful, he found it very tough to accept defeat. 

Q3. Why did Kemp refuse when Adye asked him whether he had a pistol? What light 

does this throw on Kemp's character? 

Kemp was a very practical and rational man who kept his cool even in the most trying 

situations. He sought Adye's help to capture the Invisible Man as he knew he couldn‟t do it 

single handedly. When Adye came to his place and assessed the circumstances, he concluded 

that he needed to go back to the police station to get some hounds to make it easier to capture 

Griffin. Before stepping out of the house he needed to equip himself with some weapons to 

face the unpredictably dangerous Invisible Man who could assault from anywhere. Hence, he 

asked Kemp for a pistol to defend himself but Kemp denied that he had one as otherwise 

Kemp would become a vulnerable target for Griffin. But, after a brief thought he agreed that 

he had a pistol because he had the apprehension that Adye had already seen it. Moreover, he 

must have felt guilty at lying to Adye who was going out of his way in rendering him help. 

The episode reveals that though Kemp considered his own safety as a priority but he was not 

outright selfish person. His decisions were based on logic and not on impulse or emotion. His 

actions show that he was a man with a practical approach to life. 

 

Q4. Why did the policeman call Dr. Kemp a hero? 

 

The policemen meant to be sarcastic when they called Kemp a hero. In fact, the two 

policemen who had escorted the maid to Kemp's house stayed to give protection to her as 

well as to Kemp. They were provided with fire pokers by Kemp to be used as clubs. They 

took the blows of Griffin's axe on the poker. As the struggle went on they managed to break 

Griffin's arm and now he could no longer hold the axe which fell to the ground. The 

policemen were very brave and accomplished what none else had been able to. After this one 

of the policemen called out to Kemp to warn him about Griffin's presence around him but got 

no response. He called out once again only to find that this „brave man‟ was missing. Both the 

policemen were half irritated and half amused at the disappearance of the man whom they 

had protected at the risk of their lives. They expected him to stay grounded till the last. 

Contrary to their expectations, Kemp had run away leaving them to encounter the Invisible 

Man on their own. Thus they sarcastically called this chicken hearted man a hero. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 28The Hunter Hunted : Summary: Before now, Kemp's neighbor, Heelas, 

didn't believe in the Invisible Man. But when he wakes up from a nap and sees Kemp's house 

broken into and Kemp running toward him, Heelas does the only sensible thing: he locks 

himself inside his house and refuses to help his neighbor. From Heelas's point-of-view, we 

see Kemp run through the garden followed closely by the Invisible Man. (Or the traces left by 

the IM, at least.) 

Kemp continues running towards Burdock (just like Marvel did in Chapter 15). It sounds 

something like a nightmare: the road is long and empty, and no one in the nearby houses will 

help him. Still, when Kemp arrives in Burdock, he finds a couple of workmen (navvies) on 

the road. When he yells about the Invisible Man, everyone nearby tries to find and hit the IM 

– shovels and all. When the Invisible Man grabs Kemp, the navvies knock the Invisible Man 

down. So maybe these guys are the real heroes of the book? The narrator notes that the next 

scene might have looked like a game of rugby, but it was actually a big fight between the 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFXHRb-kHt8
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crowd and the Invisible Man. Spoiler alert: the Invisible Man loses. "There was, I am afraid, 

some savage kicking. Then suddenly a wild scream of 'Mercy! Mercy!' that died down swiftly 

to a sound like choking" Kemp tries to get people off Griffin, but the IM is already not 

breathing and possibly dead. Everyone crowds around to see what happened, and slowly, the 

Invisible Man starts to become visible (but still naked): And so, slowly, beginning at his 

hands and feet and creeping along his limbs to the vital centres of his body, that strange 

change continued. It was like the slow spreading of a poison. First came the little white 

nerves, a hazy grey sketch of a limb, then the glassy bones and intricate arteries, then the 

flesh and skin, first a faint fogginess, and then growing rapidly dense and opaque. Presently 

they could see his crushed chest and his shoulders, and the dim outline of his drawn and 

battered features.Cool. And horrible. That's how Griffin's experiment in invisibility ends, 

with people covering up his "naked and pitiful" body. 

 

 

Q1. Who was Mr. Heelas? What idea do you get about him from the last chapter of the 

novel “The Invisible Man”? 

OR 

What did Mr. Heelas see on waking up? How did he react to the situation?ORWhat help 

did Kemp seek from Heelas? How did Heelas oblige him? Why/why not? 

 

Mr. Heelas was a villa holder who happened to be Kemp's nearest neighbour. He was one of 

the few gentleman of the area who brushed aside the story of the Invisible Man as mere trash. 

Unlike the rest of the people, he continued to stroll in his garden and have his afternoon nap 

in the summer house built up in the garden itself. However, he wasn‟t as brave as he 

pretended to be. Hence, on waking up from his twenty minute nap that afternoon, he was 

intrigued to see Kemp's entire window panes smashed to bits. Twenty minutes before, when 

he went off to sleep in his summer house, he had seen everything intact. It was only after he 

saw the house maid and Kemp escaping from the dining room window that the invisible 

man's presence struck Mr. Heelas. The thought panicked him and he ran blindly to the safety 

of his house. He got all the doors and windows closed securely and when Kemp came 

running to his house to seek refuge, this selfish and cowardly man refuse to let him in, lest he 

himself should become a victim of the Invisible Man's wrath.Thus, we find him to be mean, 

self-centred, cowardly person, who slammed the door in the horrified face of poor Kemp 

when he needed help. 

 

Q2. Describe Kemp's state of mind as he ran down the hill chased by the Invisible Man. 

Kemp ran out of his house to escape the fury of the Invisible Man who was adamant to kill. 

As he ran down the hill he was panic stricken but somehow tried to keep his cool. He tried to 

make the chase as difficult as possible by choosing those strips of rough ground that would 

cause maximum difficulty for the bare footed Griffin. The thorny path was deliberately 

chosen to make Griffin bleed so that they could spot him. He ran fast with wide strides never 

losing his wits and cool. The run was desolate and long but Kemp did not give up. The villas 

along the way were securely closed as per his previous instructions. He had little hope of help 

from anyone at that noon hour. Chased by a dangerous an, running downhill without practice, 

and devoid of help his state of mind should have been in distraught. But it was not so. Kemp 

ran down the hill with an alert mind that kept on working to find probable rescue chances. 

Running for his life in such a precarious situation, he still managed to outwit his pursuer. 

 

Q3. How did the people react on seeing Kemp run down the hill for his life? 
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OR 

 

Describe the last scuffle that the Invisible Man had with Kemp and the other people of 

the town?ORHow did the Invisible Man meet his end? 

 

Kemp's neighbourHeelas had slammed the doors when he came to seek refuge but the people 

on the streets stepped forward to help him. The furious haste with which he ran down the hill 

made it obvious to the onlookers that something was terribly wrong. As he crossed the Jolly 

Cricketers, the tram driver and the conductor looked at him with curiosity. Kemp, with his 

pursuer close to him cried out “The Invisible Man”. Soon many people came running towards 

him. A huge labourer advanced with a spade in his hand towards him. He was followed by the 

tram conductor who came forward with clenched fists. Another man came out of a shop with 

a stick. Now they were joined by many others. Just then, Kemp was assaulted by the Invisible 

Man. As he gripped Kemp's throat, the labourer swung his spade and it struck Griffin's head. 

His grip on the throat loosened and Kemp caught hold of his elbows. Kemp cried for help and 

immediately dozens of blows and punches started hitting Griffin. However, the Invisible Man 

threw off the pouncing men with a great effort. Kemp clung to the unseen while the others 

tore it. After a while the wild scream of “Mercy! Mercy!” made Kemp realise that Griffin had 

been pinned down. He held the invisible arms while the tram conductor held the invisible 

ankles. Slowly the body of Griffin was visible again as it grew clouded and opaque, strangely 

changing to appear as a crushed and battered figure. The grave injuries caused by the people 

and led to his death and rescued Kemp. 

 

THE EPILOGUE 

 

Q1. Why does H.G. Wells call the experiment of the Invisible Man 'strange and evil'? 

 

Wells calls the experiment strange and evil because it was a very unusual experiment. 

Normally scientific experiments are conducted to improve the quality of life. Most of them 

aim at eradication of diseases, getting relief from pain, growth in production etc. scientists 

put in untiring efforts to invent time saving machines, labour assisting devices, means to 

improve communication and the likes. However, Griffin's experiments didn‟t have to do 

anything with the above mentioned goals. It was carried out solely to promote the interest of 

one single individual. Moreover, his strange invention, rather than proving to be a boon 

proved to be a bane not only for himself but also for the society. Hence his experiment was 

undoubtedly a strange one. 

 

Wells also calls his experiment evil because it didn‟t have to do anything with the betterment 

of mankind. It centredaround the whims and fancies of a single individual who intended to let 

loose a reign of terror. He misused the power that he derived from his experiment and 

indulged in activities like robbing, murdering and terrorizing. Hence, Wells has rightly called 

his experiment strange and evil. 

Q2. Why did Marvel name his inn “The Invisible Man”?Naming his inn “The Invisible 

Man” was in no way an expression of Marvel's gratitude for Griffin for bringing a turning 

point in his life. He had cheated the scientists and had no regrets about it. Hence there was no 

question of his commemorating the Invisible Man by naming the inn after him. Marvel, 

though had been a tramp for the best part of his life, later came out to be a shrewd 

businessman. He knew that since the Invisible Man had created such a commotion all over 

the countryside, such a name would attract many customers. Moreover, this name had a 

romantic attraction and suspense about it. Hence even if one wasn‟t familiar with the story of 
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the Invisible Man's story one would be intrigued by such a name and would like to visit it. 

The curious clients coming to the inn could be given interesting stories on the brief 

association that Marvel had with the Invisible Man. The logic of calling his inn “The 

Invisible Man” made perfect sense to Marvel. 

 

Q3. How did Marvel try to convince people that he didn’t know anything about 

Griffin's books? What did he actually do with these books and why? 

 

OR 

 

Why did Marvel make it a habit to examine Griffin's books so regularly in the privacy 

of his room?On being asked about the three books of the Invisible Man, Marvel would 

affirm about their existence but at the same time he would emphatically deny possessing 

them. He would further try to make his assertion even more convincing by adding that they 

were taken away by the Invisible Man himself to hide them while Marvel ran towards Port 

Stowe. However, the fact was that the books were very much in his possession. He hid them 

in a cupboard in a box with a drawer. These closely guarded books were taken out by him 

every night and every Sunday in the strict privacy of his room. He tried to decipher all the 

unintelligible facts that were recorded in a coded language to find out the secret connection 

that would have made him invisible. He felt that he would make a better use of invisibility 

than Griffin. Marvel also didn‟t want to share this secret with the rest of the world and 

wanted to enjoy a monopoly in reaping its benefits. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

 

Q1. Griffin was a brilliant scientist but a depraved human. In the light of this statement, 

draw a pen portrait of Griffin. 

Griffin was a very hardworking and intelligent scientist who put in all his heart and soul into 

his research. He worked with a focused mind and stopped at nothing short of his scientific 

goal to achieve invisibility. Unfortunately, his passion warped into an obsession and he 

stooped to pits of depravity. 

 

Griffin was a student of medicine at the University college where he won a medal for 

excellence in chemistry. He was an albino, six feet high, and broad with a pink and white face 

and red eyes. His keen interest in light drew him to physics. Fascinated by optical density, he 

moved to Chesilstowe after leaving London. At that time he was twenty two years old and 

full of enthusiasm. He worked as a demonstrator in a provincial college while carrying out his 

research on making things invisible. Instead of sharing his work, he worked stealthily so that 

he wouldn‟t have to share the credit. He cut himself off from normal social life and withdrew 

into the dark interiors of selfishness. 

His depraved existence coaxed him to the extent of robbing his own father, creating such a 

situation that the old man had to commit suicide in order to escape humiliation. The lack of 

remorse at the death of his father was a firm point when this otherwise brilliant scientist 

turned into a selfish, callous man. He finally succeeded in his ambition but the unforeseen 

problems that were generated because of his invisible conditions compelled him to move to 

Iping, a remote village. 

Embittered by his pseudo success Griffin continued to fall morally. He made life miserable 

for the people of Iping, especially that of the Hall couple. He resorted to theft, robbery and 

terror to proclaim false sense of superiority. The absence of humane sensitivity in Griffin 
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became clear when he forced a vulnerable Marvel to be his accomplice. The brutal manner in 

which he killed Wicksteed and chased Kemp to avenge treachery marked the eventual 

destruction of goodness, mercy and kindness that are the trademarks of an intelligent 

scientist. 

Therefore, Griffin's character comes out more as a wicked, crazy and heinous criminal that a 

responsible scientist. 

 

Q2. Dr. Kemp comes out as a man of grit and determination. Attempt a brief character 

sketch of Dr. Kemp to elucidate this observation. 

Dr. Kemp comes out as a man of grit and determination because he was the first person who 

analysed the existence of the Invisible Man without any trace of fear or apprehension. He was 

a well- qualified scientist who was working on a project which he hoped would win him the 

fellowship of the Royal Society. This tall and slender young man, with flaxen hair and an 

almost white mustache had a rational and logical approach to the happenings around him. 

Thus, he scoffed at the idea of the Invisible Man and those who believed in the existence of 

such an absurd being were looked upon by him with contempt. 

 

This keenly observant and confident scientist examined the first traces of the Invisible Man's 

presence in his house objectively. On coming face to face with him, Kemp didn‟t get startled. 

Without losing his cool and in a very calm and composed manner, he heard Griffin's entire 

story with patience and assured to respect his freedom. However when he came down to his 

study and read all the reports about the Invisible Man as printed by the newspapers, he sent a 

word to the police chief, Colonel Adye to come and arrest this criminal. Kemp's 

determination to check any potential threat to the society and his grit to contain the 

unchecked terror caused by the Invisible Man was thus fully established. 

 

However, this breach of trust on Kemp's part can in no way be called a betrayal because he 

took this step in the larger interest of the welfare of the society. The manner in which he 

arranged and organised the arrest of Griffin also indicates the dominance of his moral 

strength over any other human weakness. 

Therefore, Kemp earns the admiration of the readers for the positive qualities of grit and 

determination that he employs to rescue everyone from the wrath of the evil Invisible Man. 

 

Q3. What impression do you form about Colonel Adye? 

Colonel Adye was the chief of police in Burdock. He was a dutiful officer who worked 

conscientiously and according to the demands of the situation. He responded promptly and 

fearlessly to Dr. Kemp's call to arrest the Invisible Man. 

 

Adye also had the will to take quick and wise decisions. He knew that it would not be easy to 

capture Griffin so he decided to get hounds that could sniff and locate Griffin. This venture 

was an act of bravery because he knew very well that Griffin was present in the compound of 

the house and could harm him. He turned around with alacrity to overpower Griffin when the 

latter tried to move him back to Kemp's house. 

 

Another impressive quality of Adye was his simple and trusting nature which is revealed 

when he follows all the instructions given by Kemp to arrest the Invisible Man. At the same 

time his moral uprightness does resurface when he opposes Kemp's suggestion to spread 

powdered glass along the path that was expected to be followed by the Invisible Man. Adye 

believed that this idea to injure, by treachery, was “unsportsmanlike”. He was a courageous 

man and he had immense faith in his ability to capture the culprit solely by his power, thus he 
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didn‟t wish to resort to any other ways. Towards the end, the shooting down of Adye by the 

Invisible Man, evokes both sympathy and admiration for this sincere, committed and brave 

officer. 

 

Q4. Enumerate the different traits of the character of Mr. Heelas. 

 

Mr. Heelas was Dr. Kemp's next door neighbour. He declared that he could not believe what 

he could not see. Thus, he rubbished all the reports and rumours about the Invisible Man. To 

prove his stance on the existence of an invisible being, he purposely ventured outdoors 

thereby defying the proclaimed threat from the Invisible Man. 

 

However, after he was convinced about the presence of the Invisible Man, Heelas behaved in 

the most cowardly manner. He, who had always announced his boldness and bravery, was the 

first to run for his life. To keep out all danger, he closed all the doors and windows as 

securely as he could. At the same time, he exhibited moral weakness when he denied help to 

Kemp by refusing to let him in the house to escape Griffin. 

 

Heelas slammed the door on the face of Kemp and refused to help in any way only to reveal 

his true character. He was a mean, thoughtless and selfish man as opposed to his projection as 

a person who believed only what he saw.  Heelas had no principles and ethical values; hence 

the reader develops a strong dislike for him. He comes out as the kind of man who just 

focuses on saving his own skin and was devoid of any humane obligations. 

 

Q5. Do you consider Marvel to be a smart turnout? Why/why not? 

 

OR 

Assess the character of Marvel, the tramp. 

 

Thomas Marvel was a short, fat tramp who sported a shabby hat and thrived on charity. He 

was lazy and didn‟t show any intention to work hard to improve his life. Griffin didn‟t have a 

very high opinion about Marvel's abilities, still he made him his accomplice because Marvel 

was an obvious weakling who could be easily intimidated. His cowardice didn‟t let him defy 

Griffin's commands. Surprisingly, this good for nothing fellow managed to cheat a wicked 

and dangerous man like Griffin. But this act doesn‟t make him a turncoat in any way because 

he assisted Griffin much against his own wish. He was a simple person, ill equipped in every 

sense, as compared to the all- powerful Invisible Man. He had no choice but to obey each 

order coming from his self -proclaimed master. Marvel was more of a slave than an 

accomplice in crime. When he succeeded in sneaking away, it was actually to save his like 

rather than to cheat Griffin. 

 

Towards the end he does show smartness by hiding the entire money and three books of 

Griffin. However, he exhibits his keen business acumen by wisely investing this money to 

open an inn. His decision to name his inn after the Invisible Man again shows how Marvel 

knew to change the circumstances in his favour. He never revealed to anyone that the three 

books of Griffin were in his possession. He pondered over them in private trying to figure out 

the coded message. But once again this was done for survival than for treachery. Thus, it 

would not be fair to consider Marvel as a turncoat. 

 

 

Q6. Write short notes on:i)Vicar Bunting (ii) Bobby Jaffers (iii) Mr. George Hall (iv) Dr. 
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Cuss 

 

Mr. Bunting was the esteemed vicar of Iping village. His religious nature was revered by 

everyone. He was sincerely involved in the well being of his congregation. When Mr. Cuss 

narrated his strange encounter with the Invisible Man, Bunting did not brush him aside even 

though he found it to be an implausible story. He listened to Cuss very carefully and calmed 

him down. Bunting was also a brave man. At the time of burglary in the vicarage he exhibited 

courage in place of panic. He tried his best to locate and capture the trespasser which was in 

fact an impossible task owing to the invisible status of the Invisible Man. He keenly involved 

himself in the investigations to arrest Griffin. He accompanied Cuss to the inn parlour 

pondering over the coded books of Griffin. The simplicity of Bunting can be seen when he 

sheepishly tried to hide the fact that he had forgotten the knowledge of Greek. Although a 

man of religion, Bunting comes out as a responsible member of society. 

 

Mr. Bobby Jaffers was the constable of Iping village. He emerges as a man with serious 

intent. The devotion, commitment and sincerity with which he comes forth to arrest the 

headless Griffin, places Jaffers in the league of good men. He had absolute confidence in his 

ability to arrest any criminal man, however powerful, visible or not visible, as he may be. His 

sharp and quick reaction when the Invisible Man tried to escape once again showed Jaffers as 

a dutiful policeman. On his failure to capture Griffin he sinks in gloom which shows that he 

was upset at having failed to do his duty. This simple man stands as an example of 

professional commitment. 

 

Mr. George Hall was the husband of the owner of the inn “coach and horses”. He used to 

assist his wife but only when she allowed him to. He was a drunkard who could not be 

entrusted with responsibilities. However, he wasn‟t careless or casual. He rushed to the inn at 

once when Teddy Henfrey told him about the strange guest that his wife had taken in. 

similarly, he rushed to check the well- being of the Invisible Man when the latter was bit by 

Fearenside's dog. However, he was henpecked husband because he obeyed Mrs. Hall's orders 

without raising any questions. 

 

Dr. Cuss was the medical practitioner at Iping. He was both a curious and a jealous man.  

When he heard about the arrival of a strange guest at the inn who possessed more vials and 

bottles than him, he sought excuse to explore this man. He tried to probe Griffin to make him 

reveal his purpose. However, when he was scared off by the Invisible Man, he tried to think 

rationally regarding the strange phenomenon. He did not give up his curiosity and shared his 

quaint experience with Bunting. Later he explored the belongings of Griffin to clarify his 

doubts which shows that he was not scared by his earlier experience and was determined to 

satisfy his curiosity. Therefore, Cuss and curiosity appear almost synonymous. 


